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Mr. Joel Richardson of Newport, : 
has Increased the average yield 
wheat in the last five years eight t 
per acre, by a light application of co 


for that time has been twenty 
bushels per acre. 

The advertising of the cheap lan 
deserted farms of Vermont is attr: 
the attention of her sons in the West 
have not found that far off sectio 
Eldorado expected, and they are begi 
to turn an anxious eye to the land of 
nativity. The place to look for cheay 
is in New England. 

Dr. Hoskins, who formerly lived at 
ington, Kentucky, on the Ohio river, 
that his experience has led him to} 
that the prevailing idea of the wond 
productiveness of western soils is 
erroneous. The land he is tilling in 
mont is as productive as any soil in 
Ohio valley that he ever saw. 


Another Jersey cow has come to noti 
Earotisama, 29,668. She is ona test { 
year. intne thirty-six weeks just pai 
she has made a record of 712 lbs. 3 o; 
butter. She has been ating 24 Ibs. 
grain day, one-third each corn m 
aan nine aod middlings. We bel 
the time is not set for her to die. sh 
owned by D. F. Appleton, Ipswich, M. 


In the catalogue of the American Po: 
logical Society, votes from the differ 
States were given as follows for vari: 
pepular apples: Forty votes for Red , 
tracban, thirty-eight for Early Harve 
thirty-three for Maiden’s Blush, thirty : 
Jidenburg, twenty-seven for Northern 5; 
Fameuse, Ben Davis and Caroline Ja) 
twenty-nine for Gravenstein, thirty for F 
Pippin, and twenty-one for Baldwin, Jor 
than and Roxbury Russet. 

The New England Homestead says th 
the most gratifying progress is evident 
the earnest work which the Maine Sta 
Grange is doing to have agriculture taug! 
in the common schools. This has got 
come. It is a principle that will be heart 
ly indorsed. While the subject is comple: 
4 series of text-books can be so arranged : 
to make the lessons within the grasp of a 
grades of teachers, as well as all grades « 
scholars. 


When s0 good an authority as the Ne 
York Independent claims that the numbe 
of pupils entering academies and college: 
in the fall fluctuates two-thirds in extrem 
seasons, according as the crops on the 
farms are good or bad, it will be seen how 
vitally important agriculture is to the wel! 
being of a people, and how closely it is 
woven into every condition of their ex- 
istence. Is it important, then, that we 
have & prosperous agriculture? If so, then 
should we put forth a united effort for its 
promotion. 

















The Gypsy Moth. 


When doctors disagree, who shall decide? 
The following is from the New York World: 

Massachusetts farmers are tilled with 
= over the reported ravages of a newly 
found insect pest, which an Amherst College 
‘‘bug sharp” says may become widespread 
through the epee £ and may cause more 
havoc than the celebrated Colorado potato 
beetle. This is the gypsy moth, known 
to entomologists as the Ocneria dispar. At 
Present it is confined to the neighborhood 
of Medford, where it caused so much 
damage that Gov. Brackett, in his message 
the other day, saw fit to call the attention 
of agriculturists to the pest, and recom- 
mented its speedy extermination. 

The moth was introduced here twenty 
years ago by Dr. L. Trouvelot, who saw 
the eggs at the Paris Exposition, and put a| < 
few in his vest pocket. One day the little | 
bunch of eggs was blown out of his win- 
dow in Medford, and never heard from 
until last fall, when millions of the gypsy 
moths attacked shade and fruit trees and 
shrubbery, leaving nothing save stalks and 
twigs ind. The area thus devastated 
was an ellipse a mile anda half long and |: 
half a mile wide. 

Prot. Fernald, of the Amherst Agricul- 
tural College, says the moth is a terrible 
pest. The Harvard authority on bugs and 








millers, Prof. Hagen, on the other hand, m 
says his Amherst contemporary doesn’t ag 


know what he is talking about. The Har- 

vard expert asserts that the gypsy moth is 

not alarmingly destructive. o 
“In my opinion,” says he, “this talk 

about State aid, this ordering out the militia 
shoot caterpillars, as it were, is entirely 

unnecessary. Let every man kill his own 

caterpillars.” ‘The professor bas some of 

always on tap in his study. 


Prot. Litner of New York, does not be- in 


lieve the insect is so destructive as repre- 
sented. But while the wise men are difler- 
ing over the matter, we should say that if 
Dr. Fernald has a destructive insect sur- 
rounded, it would be an unwise course for 
the State to let him get away, though he| » 
may not possibly be as bad as the Colorado 
beetle. Crush the new comer out, and then 
the differing doctors will fall into harmony. - 
Good Stock Moving. 

Good stock of whatever breed is now 
Standing on a much lower range of values 
than bas been the case heretofore when 
there was less of it to breed from. Asa 
Consequence good animals of any of the ; 
Standard breeds can be purchased at prices 
within the reach of any farmer who may 
desire them. ‘This makes the present an ex- 
ceptionally favorable time to invest in such 
Stock for the purpose of improving the 
homeherds. We are glad to note that many 
farmers are improving the opportunity thus 
afforded, to add to the stock now on hand | + 
Selections trom some of the many good 
herds now within their reach. E. H. 











Wheeler of Chesterville, well known as the o- 


Owner of a fine herd of Jerseys, bas just 
added to his numbers two fine A. J. C. C. 
heifers from ©. F. Cobb, South Vassalboro. 
rD B. Wiley of Greene, has purchased a 

Guernsey bull from the noted herd 
of E. F. Bowditch, Framingham, Mass., 
which will be an acquisition to the State. 
The State College farm has also purchased 
& Guernsey bull to place at the head of the | ,, 
herd there. This makes eight in all of the 
breed at the farm. 


Institute. 


PP farmers’ institute for Knox county 
been arranged to be held at Union Com- 
mon, Tuesday, the 18th of February, 
with the Prospect of a wide interest and 
full Sttendance. The forenoon is to be 
Siven toa lecture on the horse, with illus- 
ns from life, to be given by Dr. G.-M. eS 
witebell. A paper by the member of the 
Board for the county, F. L. Mansfield, and | ‘I’ 
nd of the subject of co-operative " 
dairying, to be opened by L. H. Blossom of - 
the Turner Center creamery, and followed 
by others, will fill up the afternoon. In 
the evening, Hon. Rufus Prince, President 
Of the State Agricultural Society, will give 
® paper on “Orcharding as a Business.” 
It time allows, Dr. Twitchell will 
on “Poultry on the farm.” The 
Programme is a good one, with speakers 








Is the Grange an Active Force? 


h 

The State Grange placed itself and the 
order on record at its annual meeting as 
tax-reform and the intro-|¢ 
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